
Meeting Description: Monthly GIS Users Group Meeting 

Date: February 3, 2011    Time: 10:00 AM 

Location: Michigan Center for Shared Solutions & Technology Partnerships, George W. 

Romney Building, 10
th

 Floor, Large Conference Room 

 

Attendees: 

Eric Daley, Eaton County 

Laura Blastic, DTMB/CSSTP 

Joyce Newell, MDOT 

Paul Harmon, DTMB/CSSTP 

Sam Quon, City of Lansing 

Scott Ambs, Jackson County 

Shannon Dara, DTMB/CSSTP 

Steve Aichele, USGS 

Valdis Kalnins, Allegan County 

 

I.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 

1.  January meeting minutes to be sent out and put on the website. 

 

II. Geographic Framework Program 

 

 A.  Framework Activities Update 

 Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. Tiger shape files were received last week, available on census.gov; moving 

framework delivery to April 1
st
 to incorporate 

a. They seem to match up quite well with our framework. 

2. Working on changes from Allegan, Jackson, Kalamazoo, Marquette, 

Chippewa and St. Clair Counties.  All changes should be incorporated prior to 

delivery. 

3. Completing the Act 51 changes and finishing the boundary and annexation 

changes for 2010. 

4. Boundary and Annexation changes are underway, lockdown will occur in late 

February 

 

 

B.  Digital Ortho Update 

 Laura Blastic, CSSTP 

1. We have confirmed Imagery partnerships from Mackinac, Chippewa, 

VanBuren, Huron and Tuscola.  Once the flight is finalized this month to 



Microsoft, we can then confirm those counties. Half the miles to be flown 

covered by local partners 

2. NAIP was delivered  

3. Calhoun county 6” and Tri-County LiDAR received, Kent, Grand Traverse 

and others are in the hopper 

4. Jackson County will be flying this Spring, working to finalize contract with 

Woolpert for oblique and LiDAR 

 

 C.  Conferences Update 

1. Imagine Conference, May 2-3 2011, in Bay City Downtown at the Double 

Tree.  Ford Sync and other sessions being finalized tomorrow 

2. MI Camp is September  21
st
-23th 2011  

3. MTA conference; MiLocator presentation 

 

III. MDOT Update 
Joyce Newell, MDOT 

 

1. Anticipating getting PR Finder version 10 any day for final testing. 

2. Met with Real Estate about maps, have been given permission to put up on the 

MIS site. 

a. Info was provided on where changes have occurred so we can red line 

those areas and will provide us when the updates have taken place so 

that those red lined areas can be removed. 

b. Will be in TIF format   

 

IV. CSSTP Update 

Laura Blastic and Paul Harmon, CSSTP 

1. Wetlands viewer rolled out 

2. SEOC running drills again and was activated yesterday for the storm; Everett 

and Josh attended and confirmed that it was successful. 

3. Cross Boundary Steering Committee met on 1/19/11.  Discussed Redistricting 

Software, Cloud Email, Network Integration, State offered Cloud Storage 

Program.  Committee agreed to meet on a quarterly basis.  Next meeting is 

April 3, 2011. If you would like copies of the minutes, those can be sent out 

by email until the website is updated. 

4. Gaming Control Board application should be released on the 10
th

. 

5. The software has been purchased for Redistricting from Citigate.   An 

extended license agreement was offered to locals at a discounted price of 

$3440 per license.  You can contact Citigate directly or through the MiBid on 

Mi.Gov website. 

6. Michigan did get the Tiger Shape Files from Census and they are available for 

download. The PL94 data should be released between now and the end of 

March. 

a. Our office is the State Data Center and will be responsible for sending 

the info out to local agencies.  Lisa Moye is the contact and can be 

reached at 517-373-7910. 



b. The Census Urban boundaries will not be released until 2012. 

7. CSSTP has posted a developer position online 

 

 

V. County/Local Projects and Activities 

 

Allegan County, Valdis Kalnins 

1. Chris is not leaving, wanted to clarify from last month 

 

Jackson County, Scott Ambs 
2. Working to finalize aerial imagery contracts. 

3. Working on reapportionments. 

4. Looking at extension in ESRI instead of buying a new product.  District 

Extension in 10 will generate the needed reports. 

 

Eaton County, Eric Daley 

1. Working in storm water pollution prevention project, mapping infall and 

outfall of county drains and ditches into Grand River Watershed. 

2. Creating a County Wide Mosiac for 2010 Orthos. 

3. Transitioning to ArcGIS 10. 

4. Cameo training can be signed up through the MSP website.  It is a 3 day class. 

a. http://www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/Final82809_09-

10_training_center_training_291086_7.pdf 

 

City of Lansing, Sam Quon 

1. Finalizing our parcel updates and beginning to redesign our zoning database. 

 

 

VI. Federal Projects and Activities  

Steve Aichele, USGS 

1. Should get Lidar for Jackson, Hillsdale and Lenawee Counties soon. 

2. National Enhanced Elevation Assessment (NEEA) process is starting.  

Currently looking at the inventory and what is being collected. Next step will 

be a user survey of what people need out of the elevation data. 

3. The results came back from an NHD survey showing the status of digital drain 

data across MI.  There were counties with rolled maps and some that were 

digitized.  Possibly customize the NHD as an asset management tool. 

 

 

Next Meeting March 3, 2011 10AM-12PM 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/Final82809_09-10_training_center_training_291086_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/Final82809_09-10_training_center_training_291086_7.pdf

